
The Fallacy Of Net Neutrality Encounter
Broadsides 23
Net neutrality has been a contentious topic of debate over the past decade. Many
argue that it is essential for preserving the openness and fairness of the internet,
while others believe that it impedes innovation and stifles competition. In this
article, we will delve into the fallacy of net neutrality, focusing on a particular
encounter that sheds light on the complexities of this issue.

The Encounter

On November 23, 2022, a significant event occurred that raised important
questions about the validity of net neutrality. Encounter Broadsides, a renowned
technology forum, hosted a panel discussion featuring industry experts,
policymakers, and academics, all sharing their perspectives on the subject.
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The diverse range of viewpoints presented during the event exposed the fallacy
of net neutrality. It became evident that net neutrality, in its current form, fails to
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address the intricacies of modern internet usage and may unintentionally hinder
progress and competition.

The Fallacy Unveiled

During the heated debate, it became clear that proponents of net neutrality often
overlook the challenges faced by internet service providers (ISPs) in managing
their networks efficiently. These service providers invest billions of dollars in
infrastructure to support the ever-increasing demands of their customers, yet net
neutrality regulations restrict their ability to prioritize certain types of traffic.

By disregarding the need for ISPs to manage their networks effectively, net
neutrality inadvertently hampers their ability to provide optimal services to their
customers. This restriction can hinder the development of new technologies and
limit the possibility of tailored services that cater to specific needs. The fallacy of
net neutrality lies in its oversimplification of a complex ecosystem, failing to
acknowledge the intricacies involved in ensuring a smooth and efficient internet
experience for all users.

The Impact on Innovation

Another aspect that the encounter shed light on was the potential impact of net
neutrality on innovation. Critics argue that without the ability to prioritize certain
types of traffic, ISPs may be less incentivized to invest in new technologies that
require substantial resources. This could impede the development of cutting-edge
applications, services, and infrastructure that would elevate the internet
experience to new heights.

Furthermore, the absence of tiered internet plans may deter smaller ISPs from
entering the market, reducing competition and limiting consumer choice. Net
neutrality advocates often disregard these consequences, focusing solely on the



principle of equality in internet access. However, they fail to recognize that a
vibrant and competitive market fosters innovation and drives the expansion of
digital ecosystems.

Towards a Balanced Approach

While it is important to acknowledge the concerns raised by supporters of net
neutrality, it is equally essential to consider the broader implications of adhering
to a rigid neutrality stance. The encounter at Broadsides 23 highlighted the need
for a more balanced approach that takes into account the operational
requirements of ISPs and the potential consequences of excessive regulation.

This balanced approach could involve implementing a framework that allows for
limited prioritization of certain types of traffic, while still preserving the overall
openness and fairness of the internet. By finding a middle ground, policymakers
can strive to address the concerns of all stakeholders involved, ensuring that the
internet remains a dynamic and innovative platform for all users.

The Fallacy of Net Neutrality Encounter Broadsides 23 served as a key moment
in raising awareness about the complexities of the net neutrality debate. As the
digital landscape continues to evolve, it is crucial that policymakers and industry
experts critically evaluate the impact of net neutrality regulations and strive for a
balanced approach that promotes innovation, competition, and fair internet
access for all.
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“There is little dispute that the Internet should continue as an open platform,”
notes the U.S. Federal Communications Commission. Yet, in a curious twist of
logic, the agency has moved to discontinue the legal regime successfully yielding
that magnificent platform. In late 2010, it imposed “network neutrality” regulations
on broadband access providers, both wired and wireless. Networks cannot (a)
block subscribers’ use of certain devices, applications, or services; (b)
unreasonably discriminate, offering superior access for some services over
others. The Commission argues that such rules are necessary, as the Internet
was designed to bar “gatekeepers.” The view is faulty, both in it engineering
claims and its economic s. Networks routinely manage traffic and often bundle
content with data transport precisely because such coordination produces
superior service. When “walled gardens” emerge, including AOL in 1995, Japan’s
DoCoMo iMode in 1999, or Apple’s iPhone in 2007, they often disrupt old
business models, thrilling consumers, providing golden opportunities for
application developers, advancing Internet growth. In some cases these gardens
have dropped their walls; others remain vibrant. The “open Internet” allows
consumers, investors, and innovators to choose, discovering efficiencies. The
FCC has mistaken that spontaneous market process for a planned market
structure, imposing new rules to “protect” what evolved without them.
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