
How New World Commodity Conquered
Spanish Literature

For centuries, trade has shaped the course of human history. The exchange of
goods and commodities has not only driven economic growth but has also
influenced various aspects of culture and society. One such influential commodity
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of the past was the discovery of the New World and its impact on Spanish
literature.

When Christopher Columbus stumbled upon the Americas in 1492, he
inadvertently discovered a land rich with resources previously unknown to
Europeans. This newfound abundance of commodities, predominantly from
Central and South America, would dramatically reshape trade routes and
economies across the globe. However, the influence of these New World
commodities extended much further than just economic aspects.
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Spanish literature, like other forms of art and expression, was greatly influenced
by this influx of New World wealth. Writers and poets in Spain began
incorporating descriptions and ideas related to these newfound commodities and
their associations into their literary works. The allure of the exotic and novel
captivated the Spanish imagination, providing an endless stream of inspiration.

One of the most significant New World commodities to conquer the realm of
Spanish literature was tobacco. With its origins in the Americas, tobacco quickly
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spread throughout Europe, becoming a fashionable commodity that captured the
attention of writers and society at large. As tobacco became a symbol of wealth
and luxury, Spanish writers sought to incorporate its allure into their works.

El Cigarro, a prominent Spanish literary masterpiece, perfectly showcases the
integration of tobacco into the fabric of Spanish culture. Written during the 19th
century, El Cigarro tells the tale of a young Spaniard who ventures to the New
World in search of fortunes in the tobacco trade. The novel paints a vivid picture
of the tobacco plantations, the tobacco manufacturing process, and the societal
implications of this newfound commodity.

Another New World commodity that captivated the Spanish literary scene was
chocolate. Indigenous to the Americas, chocolate was brought back to Spain by
explorers and became a highly valued and sought-after commodity. It soon
became associated with indulgence and pleasure, and Spanish writers wasted no
time in incorporating it into their works.

The renowned Spanish playwright, Lope de Vega, featured chocolate extensively
in his play "La Dama Boba." The story revolves around two sisters, one highly
intelligent and the other rather foolish. The intelligent sister ultimately tricks her
naïve sibling by offering her a hot chocolate drink, using it as an aphrodisiac to
lure her into a love affair. This literary inclusion of chocolate not only
demonstrates its desirability but also its power to manipulate emotions and
desires.

The impact of New World commodities on Spanish literature was not limited to
just tobacco and chocolate. Through the spread of trade and exploration, other
commodities such as corn, potatoes, and tomatoes found their way into Spanish
culture and literature. These ingredients became integral to Spanish cuisine and



were frequently mentioned and utilized in literary descriptions of meals and
banquets.

The discovery of the New World and the subsequent exchange of commodities
opened a whole new chapter in trade, culture, and literature. As Spain
established colonies and built an empire, the of these exotic commodities forever
changed the way Spanish writers expressed themselves.

The incorporation of New World commodities into Spanish literature brought a
sense of wonder and excitement to readers. The use of these commodities in
literary works helped shape the cultural identity of Spain and influenced
subsequent generations of writers and artists alike.

Despite the passage of time, the legacy of these New World commodities in
Spanish literature remains an enduring testament to the impact of trade on
societies and the power of imagination.
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In terms of its popularity, as well as its production, chocolate was among the first
foods to travel from the New World to Spain. Chocolate: How a New World
Commodity Conquered Spanish Literature considers chocolate as an object of
collective memory used to bridge the transatlantic gap through Spanish literary
works of the early modern period, tracing the mention of chocolate from
indigenous legends and early chronicles of the conquistadors to the theatre and
literature of Spain.

The book considers a variety of perspectives and material cultures, such as the
pre-Colombian conception of chocolate, the commercial enterprise surrounding
chocolate, and the darker side of chocolate’s connections to witchcraft and sex.
Encapsulating both historical and literary interests, Chocolate will appeal to
anyone interested in the global history of chocolate.

40 Recipes To Celebrate Chocolate Sweet And
Spicy Bark Bites Dips Sauces
Who doesn't love chocolate? Its rich, creamy texture and irresistible taste
make it the perfect treat for any occasion. Whether you're celebrating a
birthday, hosting a...

How To Turn Everyday Bakes Into
Showstoppers
Are you tired of your regular and plain-looking pastries and cakes? Do
you dream of creating showstopping desserts that will leave everyone in
awe? Well, fret not! In this...
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The Dr Sebi Diets: Discover the Secret to
Optimal Health
In today's fast-paced world, where unhealthy food choices and sedentary
lifestyles have become the norm, it's crucial to prioritize your health and...

Why You'll Fall In Love With Tilapia: The
Versatile and Delicious Fish
When it comes to seafood, one fish that you simply can't ignore is the
versatile and delicious tilapia. Whether you are a seafood enthusiast or
just someone looking...

Sweet Holiday Recipes Including Cakes,
Cookies, Pies, Fat Bombs, Brownies And More
The holiday season is the perfect time to indulge in delicious, sweet
treats. Whether you're hosting a festive gathering or simply want to
satisfy your...

30 Fun And Delicious Deep Fried Treats
Deep-fried treats have a magical way of enticing our taste buds with their
crispy exteriors and mouthwatering fillings. Whether it's a state fair or a
backyard...
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Your Go-To Cookbook of Nordic Dish Ideas
Are you craving a culinary adventure? Look no further than the rich and
diverse flavors of Nordic cuisine. From Sweden to Norway, Finland to
Iceland,...

Unlocking the Secrets: Classic Recipes From
Air Fryer
Are you tired of the greasy, unhealthy fried food that leaves you feeling
guilty and unsatisfied? Look no further, as we unveil a game-changer in
the culinary...
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