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Richard Schweid

The Fascinating World of Eels

Have you ever considered the elusive creature known as the eel? In his
compelling book, "Consider The Eel," Richard Schweid delves into the enigmatic
world of eels, revealing their incredible journey and captivating nature like never
before.

The Long and Mysterious Life of an Eel

What makes eels truly intriguing is their complex life cycle. Schweid takes us on a
mesmerizing journey from the Sargasso Sea to the far reaches of freshwater
rivers, where eels start their captivating life. The author unfolds the mysterious
phenomena of eels' transformation, shedding light on their metamorphosis from
transparent larvae to mesmerizing creatures with a snake-like appearance.
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Swimming away from their birthplace, the young eels begin their long and
treacherous migration. Schweid uncovers the challenges these eels face,
including natural predators, changing habitats, and the relentless struggle to
reach their ultimate destination.
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A Deeper Understanding of Eel Culture

Schweid not only explores the physical journey of eels but also delves into their
cultural significance across different regions and civilizations. From the Japanese
delicacy of Unagi to the European folklore surrounding the eel, the author
showcases the rich history and traditions associated with this mystical creature.

Furthermore, "Consider The Eel" provides an eye-opening perspective on the
varied relationship between humans and eels throughout history. Schweid
highlights the impact of human activities on eel populations, emphasizing the
need for conservation efforts to preserve these fascinating creatures for future
generations.
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An Intimate Encounter with Eels

As you immerse yourself in Schweid's narrative, you will feel like you are right
alongside him, exploring the hidden world of eels. His vivid descriptions and first-
hand experiences with eels create an intimate connection between the reader
and these mesmerizing creatures.

Consider The Eel: A Must-Read for Nature Enthusiasts
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"Consider The Eel" is undoubtedly a book that will captivate anyone with an
interest in the natural world. Schweid's eloquent storytelling and extensive
research provide a thought-provoking exploration of the eel's existence, offering a
deeper understanding of the mysteries hidden within our rivers and oceans.

So, embark on this extraordinary journey with Richard Schweid as your guide,
and consider the eel in all its mesmerizing glory.
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Journalist Richard Schweid first learned the strange facts of the freshwater eel's
life from a fisherman in a small Spanish town just south of Valencia. "The eeler
who explained the animal's life cycle to me did so as he served up an eel he had
just taken from a trap, killed, cleaned, and cooked in olive oil in an earthenware
dish," writes Schweid. "I ate it with a chunk of fresh, crusty bread. It was
delicious. I was immediately fascinated."
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As this engaging culinary and natural history reveals, the humble eel is indeed an
amazing creature. Every European and American eel begins its life in the
Sargasso Sea--a vast, weedy stretch of deep Atlantic waters between Bermuda
and the Azores. Larval eels drift for up to three years until they reach the rivers of
North America or Europe, where they mature and live as long as two decades
before returning to the Sargasso to mate and die. Eels have never been bred
successfully in captivity.

Consulting fisherfolk, cooks, and scientists, Schweid takes the reader on a global
tour to reveal the economic and gastronomic importance of eel in places such as
eastern North Carolina, Spain, Northern Ireland, England, and Japan. (While this
rich yet mild-tasting fish has virtually disappeared from U.S. tables, over $2 billion
worth of eel is still eagerly consumed in Europe and Asia each year.) The book
also includes recipes, both historic and contemporary, for preparing eel.
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