
An Insider Look At The History Of Grand Theft
Auto, Super Mario, And The Most Influential
Games Of All Time
In the vast world of video games, few franchises have been as groundbreaking
and influential as Grand Theft Auto and Super Mario. These two juggernauts
have not only captivated gamers for decades but have also shaped the gaming
landscape in ways that continue to reverberate today. Join us on an illuminating
journey as we delve into the history, impact, and cultural significance of these
iconic games.

The Birth of Grand Theft Auto: A Maelstrom of Controversy

The Grand Theft Auto series came to life in 1997, developed by DMA Design
(now Rockstar North) and published by BMG Interactive. This top-down action-
adventure game took players into the fictional Liberty City, where they assumed
the role of a criminal seeking to ascend the ranks of organized crime. With its
groundbreaking open-world gameplay and gritty narrative, Grand Theft Auto
quickly garnered attention, both positive and negative.

The game's adult-themed content, violence, and controversy surrounding its
portrayal of criminal activities made it a lightning rod for public outcry. Yet, this
controversy only fueled its popularity, and subsequent iterations introduced more
expansive open-world environments, improved graphics, and complex storylines
that further solidified the franchise's place at the top.
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Super Mario: The Revolutionary Platformer That Defined a Genre

If Grand Theft Auto revolutionized the open-world genre, then Super Mario laid
the foundation for platformers as we know them today. Created by the legendary
Shigeru Miyamoto and released in 1985, Super Mario Bros. introduced players to
the lovable Italian plumber Mario and his quest to rescue Princess Peach from
the evil Bowser.

The game's tight controls, imaginative level design, and catchy soundtrack
catapulted Super Mario into mainstream success. Its influence cannot be
overstated, as it popularized side-scrolling platformers, introduced power-ups like
mushrooms and fire flowers, and emphasized precise jumping mechanics that
defined the genre for years to come.

The Evolution of Grand Theft Auto: From Top-Down to Triple-A
Blockbusters

As the Grand Theft Auto series evolved, so did the technology behind it. The
jump from the top-down perspective of the original game to the third-person 3D
open-world experience in Grand Theft Auto III, released in 2001, was an industry
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game-changer. The shift gave players an unprecedented level of immersion in
Liberty City and introduced them to the franchise's signature sandbox gameplay.

The subsequent installments, such as Grand Theft Auto: Vice City, San Andreas,
and Grand Theft Auto IV, each pushed the boundaries of what was possible in an
open-world game. The level of detail, sprawling maps, and engaging storylines
became benchmarks for the industry, solidifying Grand Theft Auto as a cultural
phenomenon and a standard for the genre.

Super Mario's Leap to 3D: The Birth of the 3D Platformer

After dominating the 2D platforming scene for years, Nintendo took a bold leap
with Super Mario 64, released in 1996 for the Nintendo 64 console. This marked
the first time players could experience the Mushroom Kingdom in glorious three-
dimensional graphics.

The game's innovative camera system, intuitive controls, and vast, immersive
worlds set the stage for 3D platformers to come. Super Mario 64 not only
achieved critical acclaim but also introduced new gameplay mechanics, such as
Mario's iconic triple jumps and long jumping, which have become staples of the
franchise.

The Cultural Impact of Grand Theft Auto and Super Mario

Both Grand Theft Auto and Super Mario have left an indelible mark on gaming
and popular culture at large. Grand Theft Auto's gritty storytelling and innovative
open-world gameplay pushed boundaries and set a new standard for mature
gaming experiences. It also sparked heated debates about the impact of video
game violence on society, further catalyzing discussions on the medium's artistic
merits.



On the other hand, Super Mario's whimsical charm, ingenious level design, and
family-friendly appeal have made it one of the most recognizable and beloved
franchises in gaming history. Mario's cultural influence extends far beyond the
gaming community, with the character becoming an icon in mainstream popular
culture.

The Legacy Lives On: The Latest Installments

With every new installment, both Grand Theft Auto and Super Mario continue to
capture the imagination of players worldwide. Grand Theft Auto V, released in
2013, shattered records by becoming the fastest-selling entertainment product in
history, grossing over $1 billion in its first three days.

Mario's latest outing, Super Mario Odyssey, released in 2017 for the Nintendo
Switch, once again showcased Nintendo's ability to innovate. The game received
universal acclaim and further solidified Mario's place as the reigning king of
platformers.

In

As we reflect on the history and impact of Grand Theft Auto and Super Mario, it
becomes clear that these two franchises have transcended the confines of the
gaming world. They have become cultural phenomena that have shaped the way
we play, think, and discuss video games. Whether you prefer roaming the streets
of Liberty City or embarking on a whimsical journey with Mario, there is no
denying the incredible influence and lasting legacy of these iconic games.
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Vintage Games explores the most influential videogames of all time, including
Super Mario Bros., Grand Theft Auto III, Doom, The Sims and many more.
Drawing on interviews as well as the authors' own lifelong experience with
videogames, the book discusses each game's development, predecessors,
critical reception, and influence on the industry. It also features hundreds of full-
color screenshots and images, including rare photos of game boxes and other
materials. Vintage Games is the ideal book for game enthusiasts and
professionals who desire a broader understanding of the history of videogames
and their evolution from a niche to a global market.
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